
Script to Screen - Spring 2018 - DC 224 - 310 Online 
Mond2y 1PM - 4515PM
Lincoln P2rk C2mpus. Lev2n Building Room 305 (online students never h2ve to 
come to cl2ss)
Instructor: Lee M2dsen
Em2il: lm2dsen3@cdm.dep2ul.edu (best w2y to re2ch me)
Office hours: LPC Room #305 Lev2n (Mond2y before cl2ss begins)
LOOP Office: Wednesd2y 4PM-530PM CDM Building Room 434

Summ2ry of the Course
This 2n2lytic2l course ex2mines the screenpl2yʼs evolution to the screen from 2 
writerʼs perspective. Students will re2d fe2ture length scripts of v2rying genres 
2nd then perform 2 critic2l 2n2lysis 2nd comp2rison of the text to the fin2l 
produced versions of the films. Storytelling conventions such 2s structure, 
ch2r2cter development, theme, 2nd the cre2tion of tension will be used to 
uncover 2lter2tions 2nd how these 2djustments ultim2tely imp2cted the filmʼs 
reception.

Le2rning Outcomes
Students will be 2ble to expl2in, in well-written prose, wh2t 2 work of 2rt is 2bout 
2nd/or how it w2s produced. Students will be 2ble to comment on the rel2tionship 
between form 2nd content in 2 work. Students will be 2ble to contextu2lize 2 work 
of 2rt. They will be 2ble to do so with respect to other works of 2rt in terms of 
defining its pl2ce within 2 bro2der style or genre. Students will 2lso be 2ble to 
contextu2lize 2 work of 2rt in terms of contempor2neous 2esthetic, soci2l, or 
politic2l concerns, discussing how these might sh2pe the workʼs reception 2nd 
how th2t reception might differ 2mongst v2rious peoples 2nd historic2lperiods.

Prerequisites: None

D2L: You will be using D2L extensively in this course.
Required Re2ding: PDFs of 2ssigned screenpl2ys will be posted on D2L.

Homework: DO NOT EMAIL YOUR ASSIGNMENTS TO ME. Unless otherwise 
instructed. All 2ssignments 2re due to be submitted on D2L. Assignments should 
be typed, double-sp2ced, 12 point font, PDFʼs.

For online students ONLY, 2 “secret phr2se” will be given 2t some point of the 
lecture or discussion on the cl2ss prior to the script cover2ges due d2te. F2ilure to 
include the secret phr2se will result in 2 gr2de deduction for the p2per. The point 
of the secret phr2se is to ensure th2t online students w2tch 2nd listen to the 
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entire lecture 2nd discussion, 2s if they were in cl2ss. If you c2nnot find the secret 
phr2se, you m2y be multit2sking 2nd should try focusing on only the cl2ss 
recording. Hence, I will not provide the phr2se (2s I would not give the 2nswer to 2 
midterm question).

Gr2ding
Script Cover2ge 60% / Post Screening Discussion/P2rticip2tion 20% / Fin2l 
Re2ding 20%
A = 100-93, A- = 92-90, B+ = 89-88, B = 87-83, B- = 82-80, C+ = 79-78, C = 
77-73, C=72-70, D+ = 69-68, D = 67-63, D- = 62-60, F = 59-0. A indic2tes 
excellence, B indic2tes good work, C indic2tes s2tisf2ctory work, D work is 
uns2tisf2ctory in some respect, F is subst2nti2lly uns2tisf2ctory work.

Schedule - Spring 2018

Cl2ss 1
Lecture: Cl2ss overview. Screenwriting b2sics. Script Cover2ge.
In Cl2ss Screening: T2ngerine
Homework: Re2d "Anchorm2n” 2nd write Script Cover2ge for “Anchorm2n” due 
on D2L before Cl2ss 2 begins. Copy of the script is on D2L (2ll of the scripts we 
re2d will be posted on D2L).
Homework: D2L Discussion Bo2rd post topic - Intro & Screenwriting b2sics

Cl2ss 2
Due: Anchorm2n script cover2ge
Due: Discussion Bo2rd Topic
Lecture: Cinem2tic Storytelling Conventions. Comedy & Improvis2tion.
In Cl2ss Screening: Anchorm2n
Homework: Re2d “Bl2de Runner” Script cover2ge due submitted to D2L before 
cl2ss 3 
Homework: D2L Discussions: “Anchorm2n”

Cl2ss 3
Due: “Bl2de Runner” script cover2ge submitted to D2L dropbox.
Due: Post screening thoughts on “Anchorm2n”
Lecture: Story Structure.
In Cl2ss Screening: Bl2de Runner
Homework: Re2d "Drive." Script cover2ge for “Drive” due on D2L by the 
beginning of Cl2ss 4.
Homework: Post Screening Thoughts on D2L Discussion Bo2rd: “Bl2de Runner”

Cl2ss 4
Due: “Drive” script cover2ge submitted to D2L dropbox.



Due: Post Screening Thoughts on D2L Discussion Bo2rd: “Prometheus”
Lecture: Ch2r2cter.
In Cl2ss Screening: Drive.
Homework: Re2d "Memento Mori" Short Story cover2ge due on D2L Submissions 
next week. 
Homework: Post Screening Thoughts on D2L Discussions: “Drive”

Cl2ss 5
Due: Script cover2ge for “Memento Mori” due on D2L 
Due: Post Screening Thoughts on D2L Discussion Bo2rd: “Drive”
Lecture: Story Structures 
In Cl2ss Screening: Memento 
HOMEWORK:  MIDTERM ESSAY  - W2tch TOOTSIE itʼs linked to our Cl2ss on 
COLtube. In three-to-five double sp2ced p2ges, 12 point font, det2il the three-2ct 
structure of TOOTSIE, citing the m2jor plot points weʼve discussed in cl2ss. 
Act 1 - Who is our Prot2gonist? Wh2t do we le2rn from his Entr2nce. Wh2t is his 
St2tus quo? Wh2t is his Life Dre2m? Wh2t does he W2nt? Wh2t does he Need 
(wh2t does he need to ch2nge to 2chieve his W2nt? i.e. Fl2ws) Wh2t is his World 
View? When 2nd how w2s Exposition delivered? Wh2t is the Inciting Incident? 
Wh2t is the End of Act One? 
Act 2 - Wh2t is the M2in Tension? How is it 2nswered? Wh2t is the Midpoint? 
Discuss the use of Pl2nting & P2yoff? Wh2t is 2n inst2nce of Dr2m2tic Irony? 
Wh2t is The End of Act Two? 
Act 3 - Discuss the Resolution (Clim2x & Resolution). Discuss the prot2gonistʼs 
2rc (or pol2rity) if there is one, 2nd whether or not you felt it w2s org2nic2lly 
2chieved. 
Fin2lly, for bonus points - do you consider this 2 feminist movie? Why or why not? 
Due next week before next cl2ss st2rts. Uplo2d PDF to Submissions on D2L.

Cl2ss 6
Due: Midterm Ess2y 
Due: Post Screening Thoughts on D2L Discussion Bo2rd: “Memento”
In Cl2ss Screening: Finding Joe
Homework: Re2d “Rit2 H2yworth 2nd the Sh2wsh2nk Redemption” Script 
cover2ge due Cl2ss 7.
Homework: Post Screening Thoughts on D2L Discussion Bo2rd: “Finding Joe”

Cl2ss 7
Due: Re2d “Rit2 H2yworth 2nd the Sh2wsh2nk Redemption” Script cover2ge due 
Cl2ss 7.
Due: Post Screening Thoughts on D2L Discussion Bo2rd: “Finding Joe”
Lecture: Theme & Symbolism in Cinem2.
In Cl2ss Screening: “Sh2wsh2nk Redemption”.



Homework: Post Screening Thoughts on D2L Discussion Bo2rd.
Homework: W2tch SILENCE OF THE LAMBS on Coltube (it's 2lso 2v2il2ble on 
HBO, Prime Video & iTunes).

Cl2ss 8
Due: Post Screening Thoughts on D2L Discussion Bo2rd.
Due: Re2d "H2ted”. Script cover2ge due Cl2ss 8.
Lecture: The Independent Film. S2ve the C2t - Silence of the L2mbs.
In Cl2ss Screening: “H2ted”.
Homework: W2tch Thelm2 2nd Louise. Write 2 3-5 p2ge ess2y citing the key plot 
points.

Cl2ss 9
Due: Thelm2 & Louise Ess2y
Lecture: Thelm2 & Louise
In Cl2ss Screening: TBA
FinHl Homework Assignment:  “SE7EN”
Re2d the screenpl2y 2nd write 2 4-6 p2ge (double sp2ced 12 point font) 2n2lysis 
of the project 2s to whether or not you would green light this movie 2nd why. 
M2ke SURE your 2n2lysis includes your 2ssessment of the script's story structure, 
ch2r2cter development, theme, di2logue, tone 2nd tension. The 2n2lysis should 
not be 2 line2r retelling of the script's plot. You MUST h2ve 2 definitive opinion on 
the m2teri2l 2nd defend it with specific ex2mples from the script th2t illustr2te the 
storytelling conventions we've discussed this qu2rter. Remember, your opinion is 
not wrong 2s long 2s you c2n support it up with specific ex2mples from the 
screenpl2y. L2te submissions will not be 2ccepted. 12 point font. PDF. Uplo2d to 
Submissions. Due June 4th.

Memori2l D2y is next Mond2y. It's 2n offici2l school holid2y. No cl2ss.

Cl2ss 10 - FINAL CLASS - JUNE 4th 2530PM - 4545PM
Lecture: Ensembles. Unity. 
Due: Fin2l Script Cover2ge: “SE7EN”
Fin2l In-Cl2ss Screening: "Do the Right Thing"

COURSE POLICIES:

Attend2nce:
E2ch weekʼs cl2ss consists of lectures. Your 2ttend2nce is m2nd2tory. For the 
purposes of this cl2ss, 2n 2bsence is defined 2s either not showing up for cl2ss or 
showing up 15 minutes 2fter cl2ss h2s begun. All 2bsences will result in 2 
reduction of the 2ttend2nce/p2rticip2tion gr2de.



Assignments:
Re2ding 2ssignments must be completed by the d2te to which they 2re 2ssigned 
in the syll2bus. Re2son2ble de2dlines 2re given for completion for e2ch 
2ssignment. Consequently l2te 2ssignments will not be 2ccepted. (L2te 
2ssignment = F)
Exceptions: A.) Medic2l emergency. You must cont2ct me within 24 hours of the 
2ssignment due d2te 2nd submit support documents within 48 hours of the 
2ssignment due d2te. B.) Person2l emergency. If you miss 2n 2ssignment 
de2dline bec2use of 2ny other re2son besides 2 medic2l one, you must submit 
compelling evidence supporting your excuse within 24 hours of the 2ssignment 
due d2te.

Ex2min2tions:
There 2re no ex2ms given in this course. You will be gr2ded on your written work 
2nd cl2ss p2rticip2tion. 

Pl2gi2rism:
Pl2gi2rism on 2ssignments is 2 serious offense 2nd e2rns the student 2 f2iling 
gr2de for the cl2ss. There 2re no exceptions to this rule. If you 2re in doubt 2bout 
the definition of pl2gi2rism, consult your student h2ndbook. 

Course Lectures/Re2ding Assignments:
Lecture present2tions will occur weekly. In 2ddition to the screenings, the 
screenpl2y re2dings 2re 2n integr2l p2rt of the course le2rning. BOTH SOURCES 
ARE NEEDED.

Content Ch2nges:
Depending on time f2ctors, the 2ssignments projected for the term m2y require 
2lter2tion or rescheduling, 2s well 2s the lectures. Ple2se bring either your l2ptop 
or something to t2ke notes with for e2ch cl2ss. Assignments should be typed 2nd 
double-sp2ced in 12- point font, PDFs. All 2ssignments 2re due 2t the beginning 
of cl2ss.

Sexu2l H2r2ssment:
The policy 2s specified in the student h2ndbook will be 2dhered to in this cl2ss.

Incomplete:
An incomplete gr2de is given only for 2n exception2l re2son such 2s 2 de2th in 
the f2mily, 2 serious illness, etc. Any such re2son must be documented. Any 
incomplete request must be m2de 2t le2st two weeks before the fin2l, 2nd 
2pproved by the De2n of the College of Computing 2nd Digit2l Medi2. Any 
consequences resulting from 2 poor gr2de for the course will not be considered 
2s v2lid re2sons for such 2 request. Resources for Students with Dis2bilities 



Students who feel they m2y need 2n 2ccommod2tion b2sed on the imp2ct of 2 
dis2bility should cont2ct the instructor priv2tely to discuss their specific needs. 
All discussions will rem2in confidenti2l. To ensure th2t you receive the most 
2ppropri2te 2ccommod2tion b2sed on your needs, cont2ct the instructor 2s e2rly 
2s possible in the qu2rter (prefer2bly within the first week of cl2ss), 2nd m2ke 
sure th2t you h2ve cont2cted either the PLuS Progr2m (for LD, AD/ HD) or The 
Office for Students with Dis2bilities (for 2ll other dis2bilities) 2t: Student Center, 
LPC, Suite #370 Phone number: (773)325.1677 F2x: (773)325.3720 TTY: 
(773)325.7296 


