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DC 401: Writing the Short Motion 
Picture 
Winter Qu*rter 2018 - 2019 | Mond*y 5745 to 9PM | 14 E. J*ckson 
RM211
Instructor: Lee M*dsen  
Office: CDM 434 Office hours: Mond*y 2730PM to 5PM
Em*il: lm*dsen3@cdm.dep*ul.edu (best w*y to re*ch me) 

In this screenwriting course students will study the essenti2l elements 2nd 
conventions of writing the short film, including ch2r2cter, structure, 2nd conflict. 
They will ex2mine the fund2ment2l differences between fe2ture 2nd short films. 
Story development emph2sis will be pl2ced on compelling ch2r2cter-driven 
stories th2t c2n be produced on 2 modest budget. Students will be required to 
complete two short screenpl2ys. 

Prerequisites: None
Course Outcomes: Students will complete two short screenpl2ys. 

Le2rning Objectives: Upon successful completion of this course students will be 
2ble to: 

express the differences in form between short films 2nd fe2ture films 

2n2lyze the style, structure, genre, theme, 2nd ch2r2cter development of 
selected 
short films 

cre2te 2 unique 2nd well-structured short cinem2tic story with 2ccessible 
three- 
dimension2l ch2r2cters th2t c2n be produced on 2 modest budget 

revise their screenpl2ys b2sed on feedb2ck from the professor 2nd their 
peers 

ev2lu2te the work of their peers 2nd formul2te helpful feedb2ck 

Required Textbook 2nd M2teri2ls: 
Writing the Short Film by P2trici2 Cooper 2nd Ken D2ncyger, ISBN13: 
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9780240805887
A bl2nk journ2l to write in. 

Softw2re (you need screenwriting softw2re):
Fin*l Dr*ft – If youʼre going to t2ke other screenwriting courses or pursue 
screenwriting beyond this cl2ss, it m2y be worth it to invest in profession2l 
screenwriting softw2re now. *They usu2lly h2ve student discounts.
Celtx - Itʼs che2per th2n Fin2l Dr2ft softw2re, but Fin2l Dr2ft is 2n industry 
st2nd2rd. 

St2nd2rds for Achievement:

Gr2de A:
Student performs in 2n outst2nding w2y. Student exhibits 2chievement 2nd 
cr2ftsm2nship in 2ll work. Cre2tive criteri2 is exceeded 2nd student ch2llenges 
him/herself in project development. Student exhibits commitment to exp2nding 
ide2s, voc2bul2ry 2nd perform2nce.

Gr2de B:
Student performs beyond the requirement of the project. Student exhibits 2bove 
2ver2ge progress 2nd cr2ftsm2nship. A cre2tive criterion is exceeded. Student 
exhibits 2bove 2ver2ge interest in exp2nding ide2, voc2bul2ry, 2nd perform2nce.

Gr2de C:
Criteri2 of 2ssignment is met, 2nd 2ll requirements 2re fulfilled. Student shows 
2ver2ge qu2lity work 2nd minimum time 2nd effort on projects. Student shows 
moder2te interest.

Gr2de D:
Student perform2nce is uneven 2nd below 2ver2ge. Requirements for projects 2re 
only p2rti2lly fulfilled. Minim2l interest is shown 2nd 2ttend2nce, p2rticip2tion 2nd 
involvement 2re in2dequ2te.

Gr2de F
Student f2ils to meet minimum course requirements 2nd shows little interest. 
Levels of p2rticip2tion 2nd cr2ftsm2nship 2re extremely poor. Student's 
2ttend2nce/presence is in2dequ2te.

A = 100-93 A- = 92-90 B+ = 89-88 B = 87-83 B- = 82-80 C+ = 79-78 C = 77-73 
C- = 72-70 D+ = 69-68 D = 67-63 
D- = 62-60 F = 59-0 

Attend2nce - 10%
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Book Reports, Discussion Posts - 15%
Assignments 1-7 - 25%
3-2-1 Short Script First Dr2ft - 10%
3-2-1 Short Script Second Dr2ft - 10%
Fin2l Script First Dr2ft - 10%
Fin2l Script Second Dr2ft - 10%
Fin2l Script Polished Dr2ft - 10%

WINTER QUARTER CLASS SCHEDULE

Cl*ss 1 Mond*y 1/7
Introduction to the course & syll2bus
Story development
Script guidelines
Loglines

ASSIGNMENTS:
Assignment #1 (3%): Write 5 loglines for potenti2l fin2l short scripts for this 
cl2ss.  First script is 3 p2ges. Second 2nd fin2l script is 8 to 12 p2ges.
DUE: Mond2y 1/14 be prep2red to pitch them to the cl2ss.
FORMAT: PRINTED 2nd brought to cl2ss, 2lso uplo2ded to D2L by cl2ss st2rt into 
Submission Folder.  

WATCH: St2r W2rs (Episode IV-The Origin2l) if you h2venʼt seen it.  Re-w2tch it if 
it h2s been 2 while.  It is 2v2il2ble vi2 COLTUBE 2nd from one of your friends, I 
promise.

READ:  Writing the Short Film by P2trici2 Cooper 2nd Ken D2ncyger.
PART ONE Fund%ment%ls:  Bre%king Ground. I Ch2pter 1 Storytelling In 
Gener%l I Ch2pter 2 Telling % Story in Im%ges

Book Report/Discussion #1 (3%): List 5 items from the re2ding th2t will be 
germ2ne to your work in this course or provoked thought 2bout writing or 
storytelling.  One-word responses 2re not 2ccept2ble.  These 2re me2nt to be 
public 2nd you will post them on D2L in the discussion forum.  You must 2lso 
comment on 2t le2st two posts for full credit.  Ple2se don't w2it till the l2st minute 
to do these posts 2s other people need to re2d your thoughts in order to 
comment.
DUE: Mond2y 1/14
FORMAT:  uplo2ded to D2L by cl2ss st2rt

Cl*ss 2 Mond*y 1/14



DUE: Assignment #1: Loglines, Book Report #1 on D2L discussion forum, 
comments on discussion forum
Re2d loglines 2nd choose which 2 stories you will develop 2nd write this qu2rter:  
The 3 p2ge Short Film Script & The 8-12 p2ge Short Film Script.
Wh2t is 2 Screenpl2y?
Three 2ct structure (fe2tures 2nd shorts)
Plot points 
Ch2r2cter intro ex2mple
Screenpl2y Form2t

ASSIGNMENTS:
Assignment #2 (3%): Fin2lize the logline for your 3 p2ge Short Film Script.
DUE: Mond2y 1/21
FORMAT:  uplo2ded to D2L

Assignment #3 (3%): Write 2 Scene. See D2L for 2ssignment det2ils
DUE: Mond2y 1/21
FORMAT:  uplo2ded to D2L

READ:  Writing the Short Film. Ch2pter 3 Using Sound to Tell % Story & Ch2pter 4 
Discovering %nd Exploring % M%in Ch%r%cter & Ch2pters 5  Telling the Dr2m2tic 
Story

Book Report/Discussion #2 (3%): List 5 items from the re2ding th2t will be 
germ2ne to your work in this course or provoked thought 2bout writing or 
storytelling.  One-word responses 2re not 2ccept2ble.  These 2re me2nt to be 
public 2nd you will post them on D2L in the discussion forum.  You must 2lso 
comment on 2t le2st two posts for full credit.  
DUE: Mond2y 1/21
FORMAT:  uplo2ded to D2L 

Cl*ss 3 Mond*y 1/21 - NO CLASS MLK HOLIDAY 
DUE: Assignment #3 Write * Scene,  Book Report #2 plus comments
Step Outlines
Tre2tments

ASSIGNMENTS: 
Assignment #4 (3%): 3-2-1  Short Film M2in ch2r2cter intro, write 2 distinctive 
ch2r2cter intro for your m2in ch2r2cters.
Assignment #5 (4%): 3-2-1  Short Film Step Outline  

READ:  Ch2pter 6 Writing 2n Origin2l Short Script I Ch2pter 7 On Revision: 



Subst2nce 2nd Style I P2rt II Moving Forw2rd: Writing Str2tegies

Book Report/Discussion #3 (3%): List 5 items from the re2ding th2t will be 
germ2ne to your work in this course or provoked thought 2bout writing or 
storytelling.  One-word responses 2re not 2ccept2ble.  These 2re me2nt to be 
public 2nd you will post them on D2L in the discussion forum.  You must 2lso 
comment on 2t le2st two posts for full credit.  Ple2se don't w2it till the l2st minute 
to do these posts 2s other people need to re2d your thoughts in order to 
comment.
DUE: Mond2y 1/28
FORMAT:  uplo2ded to D2L by cl2ss st2rt

Cl*ss 4 Mond*y 1/28
Due:  Assignment #4: 3-2-1 Short Film M*in Ch*r*cter intro, Assignment #5:  
3-2-1 Step Outline, Book Report #3 on D2L discussion forum, plus comments 
Ch2r2cter Arcs
Tre2tments
The Screenpl2y form2t
Screenwriting softw2re
Scenes & Sequences
Production focused ide2s

ASSIGNMENTS: 
3-2-1 Short Film Script - Write * 3 p*ge script, 2 ch*r*cters, 1 scene. (10%)

READ:  Ch2pter 8 The Need for Storytelling I Ch2pter 9 Visu2liz2tion Str2tegies I 
Ch2pter 10 Dr2m2tic Str2tegies

Book Report/Discussion #4 (2%): List 5 items from the re2ding th2t will be 
germ2ne to your work in this course or provoked thought 2bout writing or 
storytelling.  One-word responses 2re not 2ccept2ble.  These 2re me2nt to be 
public 2nd you will post them on D2L in the discussion forum.  You must 2lso 
comment on 2t le2st two posts for full credit.  Ple2se don't w2it till the l2st minute 
to do these posts 2s other people need to re2d your thoughts in order to 
comment.
DUE: Mond2y 2/4
FORMAT:  uplo2ded to D2L by cl2ss st2rt

Cl*ss 5 Mond*y 2/4
DUE:  3-2-1 Short Film Script, Book Report #4 plus comments 



IN CLASS: 
Ch2r2cter Bio
Step Outline
Tre2tments
3-2-1 Short Film Script Workshop

ASSIGNMENTS:
Rewrite 3-2-1  Short Film Script (10%), Assignment #6 (4%): Ch2r2cter Bio for 
your Fin2l Short Film Script 
DUE: Mond2y 2/11
FORMAT: PDF document, Uplo2ded to D2L 

READ: Ch2pter 11 Ch2r2cteriz2tion Str2tegies I Ch2pter 12 More On Di2logue 
Str2tegies I P2rt 3 Genres Forming 2 Story

Book Report/Discussion #5 (2%): List 5 items from the re2ding th2t will be 
germ2ne to your work in this course or provoked thought 2bout writing or 
storytelling.  One-word responses 2re not 2ccept2ble.  These 2re me2nt to be 
public 2nd you will post them on D2L in the discussion forum.  You must 2lso 
comment on 2t le2st two posts for full credit.  Ple2se don't w2it till the l2st minute 
to do these posts 2s other people need to re2d your thoughts in order to 
comment.
DUE: Mond2y 2/11
FORMAT:  uplo2ded to D2L by cl2ss st2rt

Cl*ss 6 Mond*y 2/11
DUE: Rewrite of 3-2-1  Film script. Assignment #6 Ch*r*cter Bio Fin*l Film 
Script, Book report #5 plus comments
Di2logue
Exposition
Critique of 3 p2ge Short Film Scripts

ASSIGNMENTS:  
Assignment #7 (5%): Step outline for your Fin2l Short Film Script. 
DUE: Mond2y 2/4
FORMAT: uplo2ded to D2L

READ: Ch2pter 13 The Melodr2m2 I Ch2pter 14 The Docudr2m2 Ch2pter I  
Ch2pter 15 The Hyperdr2m2 I Ch2pter 16 The Experiment2l N2rr2tive

Book Report/Discussion #6 (2%): List 5 items from the re2ding th2t will be 
germ2ne to your work in this course or provoked thought 2bout writing or 



storytelling.  One-word responses 2re not 2ccept2ble.  These 2re me2nt to be 
public 2nd you will post them on D2L in the discussion forum.  You must 2lso 
comment on 2t le2st two posts for full credit.  Ple2se don't w2it till the l2st minute 
to do these posts 2s other people need to re2d your thoughts in order to 
comment.
DUE: Mond2y 2/18
FORMAT:  uplo2ded to D2L by cl2ss st2rt

Cl*ss 7 Mond*y 2/18
Due: Assignment #7 Step Outline for Fin*l Script. Book report #6 plus 
comments
Critique Step Outlines

ASSIGNMENTS: 
FINAL SHORT FILM SCRIPT -  Write First H*lf of your Fin*l Short Film Script

Cl*ss 8 Mond*y 2/25
Due: Assignment Write First H*lf (*pproxim*tely 5-8 p*ges) of your Fin*l 
Short Film Script
Workshop First 5 p2ges
W2tch Short Films

ASSIGNMENTS;
FINAL SHORT FILM SCRIPT - Complete first dr*ft of your Fin*l Short Film 
Script (10%)

Cl*ss 9 Mond*y 3/4
Due: FIRST DRAFT - Fin*l Short Film Script.
Workshop First Dr2ft of your Script. 

ASSIGNMENTS:
REWRITE your FINAL SHORT FILM SCRIPT (10%)

Cl*ss 10 Mond*y 3/11
Due: REWRITE OF FINAL SHORT FILM SCRIPT
Workshop the Rewrite of your Fin2l Short Film Script 

Cl*ss 11 Mond*y 3/18 - FINAL CLASS
POLISHED FINAL DRAFT DUE (20%)

Ch2nges to Syll2bus



This syll2bus is subject to ch2nge 2s necess2ry during the qu2rter. If 2 ch2nge 
occurs, it will be thoroughly 2ddressed during cl2ss, posted under 
Announcements in D2L 2nd sent vi2 em2il.

Online Course Ev2lu2tions
Ev2lu2tions 2re 2 w2y for students to provide v2lu2ble feedb2ck reg2rding their 
instructor 2nd the course. Det2iled feedb2ck will en2ble the instructor to 
continuously t2ilor te2ching methods 2nd course content to meet the le2rning 
go2ls of the course 2nd the 2c2demic needs of the students. They 2re 2 
requirement of the course 2nd 2re key to continue to provide you with the highest 
qu2lity of te2ching. The ev2lu2tions 2re 2nonymous; the instructor 2nd 
2dministr2tion do not tr2ck who entered wh2t responses. A progr2m is used to 
check if the student completed the ev2lu2tions, but the ev2lu2tion is completely 
sep2r2te from the studentʼs identity. Since 100% p2rticip2tion is our go2l, 
students 2re sent periodic reminders over three weeks. Students do not receive 
reminders once they complete the ev2lu2tion. Students complete the ev2lu2tion 
online in C2mpusConnect.

Ac2demic Integrity 2nd Pl2gi2rism
This course will be subject to the university's 2c2demic integrity policy. More 
inform2tion c2n be found 2t http://2c2demicintegrity.dep2ul.edu/. If you h2ve 2ny 
questions be sure to consult with your professor.

Ac2demic Policies
All students 2re required to m2n2ge their cl2ss schedules e2ch term in 
2ccord2nce with the de2dlines for enrolling 2nd withdr2wing 2s indic2ted in the 
University Ac2demic C2lend2r. Inform2tion on enrollment, withdr2w2l, gr2ding 
2nd incompletes c2n be found 2t: http://www.cdm.dep2ul.edu/
Current%20Students/P2ges/Policies2ndProcedures.2spx

Students with Dis2bilities
Students who feel they m2y need 2n 2ccommod2tion b2sed on the imp2ct of 2 
dis2bility should cont2ct the instructor priv2tely to discuss their specific needs. 
All discussions will rem2in confidenti2l.
To ensure th2t you receive the most 2ppropri2te 2ccommod2tion b2sed on your 
needs, cont2ct the instructor 2s e2rly 2s possible in the qu2rter (prefer2bly within 
the first week of cl2ss), 2nd m2ke sure th2t you h2ve cont2cted the Center for 
Students with Dis2bilities (CSD) 2t: csd@dep2ul.edu.
Lewis Center 1420, 25 E2st J2ckson Blvd. Phone number: (312)362-8002
F2x: (312)362-6544
TTY: (773)325.7296
   
Course Policies 2s Suggested by the De2n of Students Office



Attend2nce: Students 2re expected to 2ttend e2ch cl2ss 2nd to rem2in for the 
dur2tion. Coming 15 minutes l2te or le2ving 15 minutes e2rly constitutes 2n 
2bsence for the student. The over2ll gr2de for p2rticip2tion drops one-third 2fter 
2ny 2bsence. Three 2bsences for 2ny re2son, whether excused or not, m2y 
constitute f2ilure for the course.
Cl2ss Discussion: Student p2rticip2tion in cl2ss discussions will be me2sured in 
two w2ys. First, students 2re highly encour2ged to 2sk questions 2nd offer 
comments relev2nt to the d2yʼs topic. P2rticip2tion 2llows the instructor to “he2r” 
the studentʼs voice when gr2ding p2pers. Secondly, students will be c2lled upon 
by the instructor to offer comments rel2ted to the re2ding 2ssignments. Students 
must keep up with the re2ding to p2rticip2te in cl2ss discussion.

Attitude: A profession2l 2nd 2c2demic 2ttitude is expected throughout this 
course. Me2sur2ble ex2mples of non-2c2demic or unprofession2l 2ttitude include 
but 2re not limited to: t2lking to others when the instructor is spe2king, mocking 
2notherʼs opinion, cell phones ringing, em2iling, texting or using the internet 
whether on 2 phone or computer. If 2ny issues 2rise 2 student m2y be 2sked to 
le2ve the cl2ssroom. The professor will work with the De2n of Students Office to 
n2vig2te such student issues.

Civil Discourse: DeP2ul University is 2 community th2t thrives on open discourse 
th2t ch2llenges students, both intellectu2lly 2nd person2lly, to be Soci2lly 
Responsible Le2ders. It is the expect2tion th2t 2ll di2logue in this course is civil 
2nd respectful of the dignity of e2ch student. Any inst2nces of disrespect or 
hostility c2n jeop2rdize 2 studentʼs 2bility to be successful in the course. The 
professor will p2rtner with the De2n of Students Office to 2ssist in m2n2ging such 
issues.

Cell Phones/On C2ll: If you bring 2 cell phone to cl2ss, it must be off or set to 2 
silent mode. Should you need to 2nswer 2 c2ll during cl2ss, students must le2ve 
the room in 2n undisruptive m2nner. Out of respect to fellow students 2nd the 
professor, texting is never 2llow2ble in cl2ss. If you 2re required to be on c2ll 2s 
p2rt of your job, ple2se 2dvise me 2t the st2rt of the course.
      


