
CSC 208: Ethics in Computer Games and Cinema
Winter Qua	rter 2020 

Instructor Information
Joel C	rini

Em	il: jc	rini1@dep	ul.edu
Officce Hours: M 1:30-3:30 (by 	ppointment)

Officce loc	tion: CDM 428

Course Summary
Computing Technology 	nd the r	pid p	ce in which it h	s 	dv	nced h	ve h	d 	 tremendous imp	ct on our lives. Ch	nges h	ve been swift  	nd 
the hum	n c	p	city to de	l them limited. It h	s been s	id th	t our technology h	s outp	ced our hum	nity. Thiis course will rese	rch the new 
responsibilities technology presents 	nd our 	bility to de	l with these ch	nges in 	n ethic	l m	nner. Students will employ 	 fr	mework for 
ethic	l 	n	lysis, which integr	tes computer science 	nd ethics, to develop the skills required to ex	mine diffeerent sets of 	ssumptions 	nd 
question them, resulting in 	n informed ev	lu	tion of issues.

Prerequisites
No previous knowledge of computers or philosophy is 	ssumed, or necess	ry. 

PID Learning Domain Description & Learning Outcomes
PI Le	rning Outcomes

1.  Students will be 	ble to 	ddress, critic	lly think 	bout, 	nd 	n	lyze philosophic	l questions 	nd problems. Students will develop these 
skills through writing 	n	lytic	l p	pers, weekly writing submissions, cl	ss discussion, midterm ess	y, 	nd 	 finn	l project requiring the 
writing of 	 person	l code of ethics. 

2. Students will be 	ble to ev	lu	te philosophic	l questions, issues 	nd/or problems using informed judgment. Students will develop these 
skills through writing 	n	lytic	l p	pers, weekly writing submissions, cl	ss discussion, midterm ess	y, c	se studies, current events, 	nd 	
finn	l project requiring the writing of 	 code of ethics.

3. Students will be 	ble to 	n	lyze 	nd interpret the methods used by philosophers in 	ddressing philosophic	l questions, issues, 	nd/or 
problems. Students will develop these skills through re	dings, writing 	n	lytic	l p	pers, weekly writing submissions, cl	ss discussion, 
midterm ess	y, 	nd 	 finn	l project requiring the writing of 	 person	l code of ethics. 

4. Students will be 	ble to eng	ge with philosophic	l topics 	nd fingures in their historic	l context. Students will develop these skills 
through weekly re	ding responses 	nd cl	ss discussion. 

5. Confront 	nd interpret prim	ry texts from the philosophic	l tr	dition. Students will re	d sections of origin	l works 	nd discuss them in 
cl	ss 	nd in weekly re	ding responses. 

6. Students will be 	ble to write 	n 	n	lytic ess	y tre	ting 	 philosophic	l question, issue 	nd/or problem th	t forw	rds 	n identifin	ble 
thesis, 	rgument, 	nd conclusion. Students will write 	n 	n	lytic	l p	per 	nd 	 Fin	l Project. 
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PID Writing Expectations
Students will be expected to complete 	 minimum of 10 p	ges of writing for this course.  Thiis writing m	y t	ke the form of ess	ys, response 
p	pers, re	ding journ	ls, t	ke-home ess	y ex	ms, critic	l 	n	lyses, etc. At le	st one 	ssignment should involve revision, which m	y count (but 
only once, not twice) tow	rds the 10-p	ge minimum. 
Students will meet this requirement by weekly re	ding responses, 	 midterm, 	nd 	 course p	per.

Readings
1984, George Orwell (Signet Cl	ssics – Am	zon: $7.58)
Brave New World, Aldous Huxley (H	rper Perenni	l Modern Cl	ssics – Am	zon: $10.39)

Grading Scale 
A 95-100 
A- 90-94 %
B+ 87-89 %
B 84-86 %
B- 80-83 %
C+ 77-79%
C 74-76 %
C- 70-73 %
D+ 67-69 %
D 60-66 %
F 0-59% 

Grade Breakdown

Weekly Worksheets 40%
Atteend	nce 10%
Midterm Ex	min	tion 25%
Life-Experiment 25%

Writing Expectations
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You will be expected to complete 	 minimum of 10 p	ges of writing for this course. Thiis writing m	y t	ke the form of ess	ys, 
response p	pers, t	ke-home test ess	ys, critic	l 	n	lyses, etc.

Notes on the Evaluation of Student Work: 

Assignment sheets, including gr	ding rubrics 	ccording to which e	ch 	ssignment’s components 	re 	ssessed, will be 	v	il	ble on 
D2L. In order to obt	in the desired gr	de on 	ny 	ssignment, students must review 	nd 	dhere to these guidelines. Rubrics will 
det	il specifinc point bre	kdowns for the elements on which you will be gr	ded. In gener	l, writteen work will be ev	lu	ted 	ccording
to the cl	rity 	nd strength of your thesis, the coherence 	nd specifincity of your 	rguments throughout with specifinc reg	rd to 
org	niz	tion, 	nd b	sic mech	nics (i.e. spelling, gr	mm	r, 	nd punctu	tion). Ple	se 	llow 7-10 d	ys for the return of gr	ded 
m	teri	ls. 

Note for Students for whom English is a Second Language:

Thiis course is b	sed on sometimes complic	ted re	dings in English 	nd ess	y writing th	t some English 	s 	 second l	ngu	ge 
students m	y finnd difficcult. It is highly recommended th	t such students 1) consider whether this course is right for them 	nd 2) 
receive 	ssist	nce for both writteen p	pers from the writing center (Lewis Center 1600).

Course Policies 

Attendance/Participation 
E	ch week’s cl	ss consists of 	 combin	tion of lectures, screenings, 	nd cl	ss discussions 	nd/or group exercises. Atteend	nce is 
m	nd	tory. P	rticip	tion in cl	ss discussions 	nd group exercises is m	nd	tory. I 	ssess both the qu	lity 	nd qu	ntity of 
p	rticip	tion in cl	ss to ev	lu	te collective le	rning. Students who 	re 	bsent obviously c	nnot p	rticip	te in cl	ss. For the purposes
of this cl	ss, 	n 	bsence is definned 	s not showing up for cl	ss, sleeping in cl	ss, or showing up 15 minutes l	te or more for 	 cl	ss.

You 	re 	llowed two unexcused 	bsences for 	ny re	son th	t will not 	ffeect the course gr	de. Beyond th	t, 	 third unexcused 
	bsence will result in 	 reduction of finve (5) points from your over	ll course gr	de; if you are absent more than 3 times, you fail 
the course. 

Note: Excused 	bsences m	y be obt	ined from the Dean of Students Officces under cert	in circumst	nces 	nd given the proper 
document	tion.

Course Format: Readings & Reading Responses 
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Lectures occur twice weekly. Independent re	dings supplement the lecture present	tions. Thie lecture content and the re	dings will 
be referenced in tests. E	ch week’s re	dings 	re 	ccomp	nied by 	n online worksheet. Worksheets must be completed by the time 
of Mond	y’s lecture e	ch week. Worksheets 	sk for writteen responses to questions 	bout the re	dings 	nd will be discussed during 
course lectures.

Assignments 
Re	son	ble de	dlines 	re given for completion of e	ch 	ssignment. Re	ding 	ssignments must be completed by the Mond	y of the 
week they 	re listed on the syll	bus (unless otherwise noted). Written assignments must be uploaded to D2L by the date and 
time specifieed in the syllabus. No late work will be accepted. Printed submissions or submissions by em	il will 	lso not be 
	ccepted. (I suggest b	cking up work with 	 Cloud finle stor	ge service, 	s computers do cr	sh.) Students who do not t	ke tests 
during the regul	rly scheduled period of time will receive 	 f	iling gr	de for those tests unless they h	ve cont	cted the instructor in 
	dv	nced to 	rr	nge for 	 m	ke-up period. 

Classroom Technology Policy: Use of cellul	r phones 	nd l	ptops in the cl	ssroom will not be permitteed. Refus	l to comply with 
this policy will neg	tively imp	ct students’ p	rticip	tion gr	de or m	y be counted 	s 	n unexcused 	bsence.

Changes to Syllabus 
Thiis syll	bus is subject to ch	nge 	s necess	ry during the qu	rter. If 	 ch	nge occurs, it will be thoroughly 	ddressed during cl	ss, 
posted under Announcements in D2L 	nd sent vi	 em	il.

Online Course Evaluations 
Ev	lu	tions 	re 	 w	y for students to provide v	lu	ble feedb	ck reg	rding their instructor 	nd the course. Det	iled feedb	ck will 
en	ble the instructor to continuously t	ilor te	ching methods 	nd course content to meet the le	rning go	ls of the course 	nd the 
	c	demic needs of the students. Thiey 	re 	 requirement of the course 	nd 	re key to continue to provide you with the highest 
qu	lity of te	ching. Thie ev	lu	tions 	re 	nonymous; the instructor 	nd 	dministr	tion do not tr	ck who entered wh	t responses. A 
progr	m is used to check if the student completed the ev	lu	tions, but the ev	lu	tion is completely sep	r	te from the student’s 
identity. Since 100% p	rticip	tion is our go	l, students 	re sent periodic reminders over three weeks. Students do not receive 
reminders once they complete the ev	lu	tion. Students complete the ev	lu	tion online in C	mpusConnect. 

Academic Integrity and Plagiarism 
Thiis course will be subject to the university's 	c	demic integrity policy. More inform	tion c	n be found 	t 
httep://	c	demicintegrity.dep	ul.edu/. If you h	ve 	ny questions be sure to consult with your professor. If the instructor fiends a 
student has violated the Academic Integrity Policy/plagiarized their work, the student will be subject to penalties up to 
and including course failure.
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However, you will not need to use outside sources besides course re	dings for 	ny of your work, so pl	gi	rism should not be 	n 
issue. Actions t	ken by the instructor in this reg	rd do not preclude the university from t	king further 	ction, including dismiss	l 
from the university. 
 
Academic Policies 
All students 	re required to m	n	ge their cl	ss schedules e	ch term in 	ccord	nce with the de	dlines for enrolling 	nd withdr	wing
	s indic	ted in the University Ac	demic C	lend	r. Inform	tion on enrollment, withdr	w	l, gr	ding 	nd incompletes c	n be found 	t:
httep://www.cdm.dep	ul.edu/Current%20Students/P	ges/Policies	ndProcedures.	spx 

Students with Disabilities 
Students who feel they m	y need 	n 	ccommod	tion b	sed on the imp	ct of 	 dis	bility should cont	ct the instructor priv	tely to 
discuss their specifinc needs. All discussions will rem	in confindenti	l. To ensure th	t you receive the most 	ppropri	te 
	ccommod	tion b	sed on your needs, cont	ct the instructor 	s e	rly 	s possible in the qu	rter (prefer	bly within the finrst week of 
cl	ss), 	nd m	ke sure th	t you h	ve cont	cted the Center for Students with Dis	bilities (CSD) 	t: csd@dep	ul.edu. 
Lewis Center 1420, 25 E	st J	ckson Blvd. Phone number: (312)362-8002
F	x: (312)362-6544
TTY: (773)325.72966 
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Course Schedule

Mond	y
Re	dings 	nd Worksheet, due 
Tuesd	ys, 11:59 pm

Wednesd	y

Week 1: Intro Online Articles on Techno-
optimism

Definnitions: Wh	t 	re “technology” 	nd 
“ethics?”

Week 2: Priv	cy 1984, George Orwell 1984

Week 3: Utilit	ri	nism K	nt, Metaphysics of Morals K	nti	nism

Week 4: Democr	cy 	nd Free Speech
“Thie Tower of B	bel”
Pl	to, Aristotle

Religion 	nd Philosophy

Week 5: Midterm Ex	m
Digital Minimalism, C	l 
Newport Person	l Tech Use

Week 6: Science 	nd Technology
Brave New World, Aldous 
Huxley Brave New World

Week 7:
Technology 	nd 
Communic	tion

Sherry Turkle, Yuv	l No	h 
H	r	ri “Soci	l” Medi	

Week 8: A.I. & Tr	nshum	nism Josef Pieper Hum	nism

Week 9: Autom	tion, Work, Leisure Iv	n Illich Thie Ethic	l Signifinc	nce of Technology
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