
DC 404 REWRITING THE FEATURE
INSTRUCTOR: Lee M.dsen
14 E. J.ckson Room 209
Office: CDM 434  Office Hours: Tuesd.y 4-5H30PM
E-m.il: lm.dsen3@cdm.dep.ul.edu (best w.y to re.ch me)

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This cl.ss focuses on rewriting the fe.ture film screenpl.y. Through group 
workshops .nd course discussions, students will le.rn how to identify missteps in 
their writing .nd develop . pr.ctic.l me.ns to efficiently .ddress these issues 
moving forw.rd. Student must posses . complete fe.ture length script in order to 
enroll in the course.

Prerequisite: None

LEARNING OUTCOMES:
• Students will enh.nce their knowledge of screenwriting conventions .nd script 
.n.lysis through .ssigned re.dings .nd in-cl.ss workshops.
• Students will le.rn rewriting str.tegies .nd techniques.
• Students will le.rn techniques to enh.nce .udience identific.tion for their story.
• Students will complete . thorough rewrite of . fe.ture length screenpl.y.

REQUIRED TEXTS:
"Screenwriting is Rewriting: The Art .nd Cr.ft of Profession.l Revision" by J.ck 
Epps Jr. ISBN-10: 1628927402
Addition.l .ssigned re.dings provided by the instructor posted on D2L.

COURSE POLICIES:

-Attend.nce:
E.ch weekʼs cl.ss consists of lectures .nd screenings; .ttend.nce is m.nd.tory. 
For the purposes of this cl.ss .n .bsence is defined .s not showing up for cl.ss 
or showing up 15 minutes, or more, l.te for . cl.ss. All .bsences will result in . 
reduction of the .ttend.nce/p.rticip.tion gr.de.

-Assignments:
Re.ding .ssignments must be completed by the d.te to which they .re .ssigned. 
Re.son.ble de.dlines .re given for completion for e.ch .ssignment. 
Consequently l.te .ssignments will not be .ccepted without prior consent of the 
instructor.

mailto:lmadsen3@cdm.depaul.edu


-Pl.gi.rism:
Pl.gi.rism on .ssignments or che.ting on tests .re serious offenses .nd e.rn the 
student . f.iling gr.de for the cl.ss. There .re no exceptions to this rule. If you 
.re in doubt .bout the definitions of pl.gi.rism, consult your student h.ndbook.

-Course Lectures/Re.ding Assignments:
Lecture present.tions will occur weekly. The textbooks offer .n opportunity for 
independent le.rning th.t supplements the lecture present.tions. The instructor 
will use both the cl.ssroom .nd the textbooks. Lectures m.y introduce .ddition.l 
m.teri.l not .v.il.ble in the re.dings, .nd the re.dings m.y explore concepts not 
mentioned in cl.ss. BOTH SOURCES ARE NEEDED.

-Content Ch.nges:
Depending on time f.ctors, the .ssignments projected for the term m.y require 
slight .lter.tion or rescheduling.

-Sexu.l H.r.ssment:
The policy .s specified in the student h.ndbook will be .dhered to in this cl.ss.

-Attitude:
A profession.l .nd .c.demic .ttitude is expected throughout this course. 
Me.sur.ble ex.mples of non-.c.demic or unprofession.l .ttitude include but .re 
not limited to: t.lking to others when the instructor is spe.king, mocking .notherʼs 
opinion, cell phones ringing, em.iling, texting or using the internet whether on . 
phone or computer. If .ny issues .rise . student m.y be .sked to le.ve the 
cl.ssroom. The professor will work with the De.n of Students Office to n.vig.te 
such student issues.

-Civil Discourse:
DeP.ul University is . community th.t thrives on open discourse th.t ch.llenges 
students, both intellectu.lly .nd person.lly, to be Soci.lly Responsible Le.ders. It 
is the expect.tion th.t .ll di.logue in this course is civil .nd respectful of the 
dignity of e.ch student. Any inst.nces of disrespect or hostility c.n jeop.rdize . 
studentʼs .bility to be successful in the course. The professor will p.rtner with the 
De.n of Students Office to .ssist in m.n.ging such
issues.

-Cell Phones/On C.ll:
If you bring . cell phone to cl.ss, it must be off or set to . silent mode. Should you 
need to .nswer . c.ll during cl.ss, students must le.ve the room in .n un-
disruptive m.nner. Out of respect to fellow students .nd the professor, texting is 
never .llow.ble in cl.ss. If you .re required to be on c.ll .s p.rt of your job, 
ple.se .dvise me .t the st.rt of the course.



GRADING:
Cl.ss .ttend.nce .nd p.rticip.tion 10%
Logline/Plot Points/Self-Critique 5%
Ch.r.cter Bio 5%
Script Feedb.ck 5%
Note Overview 10%
Rewrite Pl.n 15%
Rewritten Dr.ft of Screenpl.y 50%

A = 100-93, A- = 92-90, B+ = 89-88, B = 87-83, B- = 82-80, C+ = 79-78, C = 
77-73, C- = 72-70, D+ = 69-68, D =67-63, D- = 62-60, F = 59-0. A indic.tes 
excellence, B indic.tes good work, C indic.tes s.tisf.ctory work, D work is 
uns.tisf.ctory in some respect, F is subst.nti.lly uns.tisf.ctory work.

COURSE OUTLINE

WEEK ONE
Course Introduction, Loglines & Plot Points
Assignment: Submit your current dr.ft vi. D2L.
Assignment: Loglines & Plot Points & Self-Critique
Assignment: Ch.r.cter Biogr.phy, Text Re.ding Ch.pter 5

WEEK TWO
Lecture: Notes
Workshop: Loglines & Plot Points .nd Ch.r.cter Bio
Assignment: Re.d Group Screenpl.ys, Text Re.ding Ch.pter 1

WEEK THREE
Lecture: Interpreting Feedb.ck
Workshop: Group Feedb.ck
Assignment: Note Overview, Text Re.ding Ch.pters 2 & 3

WEEK FOUR
Lecture: Rewrite Pl.n, Found.tion P.ss
Workshop
Assignment: Rewrite Pl.n, Text Re.ding Ch.pter 4 & 6

WEEK FIVE
Lecture: Ch.r.cter P.ss
Workshop
Assignment: Rewrite Fe.ture, Text Re.ding Ch.pter 7



WEEK SIX
Lecture: Setup, Story .nd Theme P.ss
Workshop
Assignment: Text Re.ding Ch.pters 8 & 9

WEEK SEVEN
Lecture: Structure .nd Plot P.ss
Workshop
Assignment: Text Re.ding Ch.pters 10-13

WEEK EIGHT
Lecture: Complic.tions .nd Rel.tionships P.ss
Due: P.ges 1 - 50
Workshop
Assignment: Text Re.ding Ch.pters 15-19

WEEK NINE
Lecture: Consistency P.ss
Workshop
Assignment: Text Re.ding Ch.pters 20-23

WEEK TEN
Workshop

WEEK ELEVEN
Fin.l Dr.ft Due 

ASSIGNMENTS:

Logline & Plot Points & Self-Critique
Develop brief description for your plot points - due Tuesd.y, April 3rd. Ple.se 
bring . copy of the .ssignment to cl.ss for workshop .nd submit . copy to the 
Dropbox on D2L. Your logline (one sentence description of your script) .nd plot 
points should be in the following form.t:

Logline:
Hook:
Inciting Incident:
1st Act Turning Point:
Midpoint
2nd Act Turning Point:
Clim.x:
Resolution:



In .ddition, critique your screenpl.y. Wh.tʼs your t.ke on the current dr.ft? 
Include in the critique the following:

- Your impulse to write the story. (The re.son you w.nted to write this story, the 
origin of the ide., wh.t drew you to the story, wh.t hooked you into the story.)
- The strengths of the dr.ft in your opinion.
- The we.knesses of the dr.ft in your opinion.
- Wh.t do you w.nt to focus on in this dr.ft? Wh.t do you w.nt to .ccomplish 
with this re-write?

There is no minimum or m.ximum p.ge requirement – wh.tever it t.kes.

ChIrIcter BiogrIphy
Write . ch.r.cter biogr.phy for the prot.gonist of your story - due Tuesd.y, April 
3rd. Focus on the ch.r.cterʼs b.ckstory. Use the in-cl.ss discussion .s . guide. 
Remember, the key to . dimension.l ch.r.cter, write in the first person, .s if he or 
she is t.lking to the re.der. Be .s specific .s you c.n – the more det.ils the 
better. Ple.se bring . copy of the .ssignment to cl.ss for workshop .nd submit . 
copy to the Dropbox on D2L.

Note Overview
Complete the Note Overview templ.te (.v.il.ble to downlo.d on D2L) using 
feedb.ck on your fe.ture length screenpl.y from the instructor, workshop, .nd 
self-ev.lu.tion. These vetted concerns should be listed .s bullet points under 
e.ch c.tegory he.ding. Feel free to edit the he.dings to .lign with the notes you 
received .nd order them by severity. It is import.nt to do . thorough job on this, 
.s the overview will .ct .s the found.tion for your rewrite pl.n. You .re expected 
to submit . PDF copy of the note overview to the corresponding Dropbox link on 
D2L before cl.ss on Tuesd.y, April 24th.

Rewrite PlIn
Complete the Rewrite Pl.n templ.te (.v.il.ble to downlo.d on D2L). E.ch ch.rt 
he.ding is broken into two c.tegories (Concerns/Solutions). The concerns should 
be t.ken from your Note Overview .ssignment, broken into the .ppropri.te 
c.tegories, .nd then order by severity. Across from e.ch concern, list possible 
solutions. The length of your Rewrite Pl.n will depend on the .mount of work th.t 
needs to be done. Keep the c.use-.nd-effect n.ture of cinem.tic storytelling in 
mind. You must consider the effect these .lter.tions will h.ve on the rest of the 
n.rr.tive. It is import.nt to do . thorough job on this overview, .s it will .ct .s the 
found.tion for your fe.ture length rewrite. Ple.se bring enough copies of this 
.ssignment for your group members to review in-cl.ss .nd submit . PDF copy to 
the corresponding Dropbox link on D2L before cl.ss on Tuesd.y, M.y 1st.
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FinIl DrIft
You .re expected to submit your revised dr.ft (minimum of 90 p.ges) on Tuesd.y, 
June 5th to the
Submissions on D2L. A couple of things to keep in mind, .s this .ssignment is 
50% of your fin.l gr.de:

Show don't tell. Show don't tell. Show don't tell. Show don't tell.
Action description should be le.n - only reve.ling wh.t c.n be he.rd/seen on 
screen.
Avoid exposition he.vy di.logue - Alw.ys .sk yourself, "Is there . w.y I c.n 
communic.te this inform.tion visu.lly?"
Use your plot points .s . guide.
Use notes you received from the instructor, script workshops .nd cover.ge 
.ssignments to cr.ft your revised dr.ft
The fin.l version of your script should re.d .s . m.rked improvement over 
your first effort
Ch.r.cters, di.logue, structure .nd scene work should be completely 
reev.lu.ted .nd enh.nced
Spelling, gr.mm.r .nd punctu.tion count - Proofre.d your work.
St.nd.rd screenwriting form.tting is required. Refer to Syd Field's Screenpl.y 
or The Hollywood St.nd.rd, the scripts we re.d in cl.ss, .nd your instructor 
for .ssist.nce.
Re-re.d your n.rr.tive for cl.rity - It m.y be . good ide. to h.ve . friend/
f.mily member look over the script .s well
You must include . cover p.ge
Your submission must be .t le.st ninety p.ges

SCHOOL POLICIES:

- Ch.nges to Syll.bus:
This syll.bus is subject to ch.nge .s necess.ry during the qu.rter. If . ch.nge 
occurs, it will be thoroughly .ddressed during cl.ss, posted under 
Announcements in D2L .nd sent vi. em.il.

- Online Instructor Ev.lu.tion:
Ev.lu.tions .re . w.y for students to provide v.lu.ble feedb.ck reg.rding their 
instructor .nd the course. Det.iled feedb.ck will en.ble the instructor to 
continuously t.ilor te.ching methods .nd course content to meet the le.rning 
go.ls of the course .nd the .c.demic needs of the students. They .re . 
requirement of the course .nd .re key to continue to provide you with the highest 
qu.lity of te.ching. The ev.lu.tions .re .nonymous; the instructor .nd 
.dministr.tion do not tr.ck who entered wh.t responses.



A progr.m is used to check if the student completed the ev.lu.tions, but the 
ev.lu.tion is completely sep.r.te from the studentʼs identity. Since 100% 
p.rticip.tion is our go.l, students .re sent periodic reminders over three weeks. 
Students do not receive reminders once they complete the ev.lu.tion. Students 
complete the ev.lu.tion online in C.mpus Connect.

- Em.il:
Em.il is the prim.ry me.ns of communic.tion between f.culty .nd students 
enrolled in this course outside of cl.ss time. Students should be sure their em.il 
listed under "demogr.phic inform.tion" .t C.mpus Connect is correct.

- Ac.demic Integrity .nd Pl.gi.rism:
This course will be subject to the university's .c.demic integrity policy. More 
inform.tion c.n be found .t http://.c.demicintegrity.dep.ul.edu/ If you h.ve .ny 
questions be sure to consult with your professor.

- Ac.demic Policies:
All students .re required to m.n.ge their cl.ss schedules e.ch term in 
.ccord.nce with the de.dlines for enrolling .nd withdr.wing .s indic.ted in the 
University Ac.demic C.lend.r. Inform.tion on enrollment, withdr.w.l, gr.ding 
.nd incompletes c.n be found .t:
http://
www.cdm.dep.ul.eduCurrent%20StudentsP.gesPolicies.ndProcedures..spx.

- Incomplete:
An incomplete gr.de is given only for .n exception.l re.son such .s . de.th in 
the f.mily, . serious illness, etc. Any such re.son must be documented. Any 
incomplete request must be m.de .t le.st two weeks before the fin.l, .nd 
.pproved by the De.n of the College of Computing .nd Digit.l Medi.. Any 
consequences resulting from . poor gr.de for the course will not be considered 
.s v.lid re.sons for such . request.

- Resources for Students with Dis.bilities:
Students who feel they m.y need .n .ccommod.tion b.sed on the imp.ct of . 
dis.bility should cont.ct the instructor priv.tely to discuss their specific needs. 
All discussions will rem.in confidenti.l. To ensure th.t you receive the most 
.ppropri.te .ccommod.tion b.sed on your needs, cont.ct the instructor .s e.rly 
.s possible in the qu.rter (prefer.bly within the first week of cl.ss), .nd m.ke 
sure th.t you h.ve cont.cted the Center for Students with Dis.bilities (CSD) .t:
Lewis Center 1420, 25 E.st J.ckson Blvd.
Phone number: (312)362-8002
F.x: (312)362-6544



TTY: (773)325.7296


